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Syama Sastry was born on 26th April 1762 at
Tiruvarur. He was originally named
Venkatasubramanya but was affectionately called
Syama Krishna. He initially learnt music from his
maternal uncle. After his family moved to
Thanjavur, he met Pachimiriyam Adiyappaiyah,
and started learning music from him. Syama
Sastry's Swarajathis have no parallel in the world
of music. The number of octaves that they
traverse gives us an indication of his own voice
range. His Bhairavi Swarajathi was equal in
stature to that of the brilliant varnam of his
teacher in the same raga. It is said that Syama
Sastry predicted his own end and passed away
on 6th February 1827.

Through this second issue of alapana Newsletter, we once again welcome
] contributions and valuable suggestions from members. Please send your suggestions
e by email to alapana@pacific.net.sq|
We thank Mrs. Shobha Vadrevu, & Mrs. Shantha Senguttuvan for their contribution in
8 bringing out this newsletter.
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Great Composers

Indian music has been enriched by the compositions of many great
musicians. We give below an overview of some of them.

Jayadeva (12" Century AD)

Jayadeva was a great composer, poet and musician. He was one of the royal
poets during the reign of Maharaja Laksmanasena, the last Hindu king of
Bengal. The celebrated songbook "Gitagovinda" is a highly acclaimed
masterpiece created by Jayadeva. The Gitagovinda inspired many later
composers of India. The Gitagovinda uses the metaphor of "lover and the
beloved" to explain the soul's relationship with God. It is observed from the
study of his Ashtapathis that 19 scales were prevalent during Jayadeva's
period.

Purandaradasa (15™ Century AD)

Purandaradasa is said to have been born in a place called Pandharpur in
Karnataka state. He was a moneylender by profession. Renouncing his riches
and worldly pleasures, Purandaradasa proceeded to Hampi and there became
the chief disciple of the great Vyasa Raya who is said to have conferred on him
the name "Purandara Vittala" which became his Mudra or signature. He is said
to have composed 4,75,000 padahalu (songs). His songs are both in Kannada and
Sanskrit. What we have today are only a few of his compositions, which are set
to music. In other words, unlike the trinity, the ragas in which the compositions
of Purandaradasa are sung today are not of Purandaradasa himself. The
greatest contribution of Purandaradasa is the systematic arrangement of the
solfage lessons through the Swaraavali and the alankaaram set to the 7
different (Suladi Sapta) talas. It is due to Purandaradasa that we sing the
basic lessons in Mayamalawagowla ragam. Thyagaraja praises Purandaradasa in
his musical play "Prahalada Bhakti Vijayam".

Kshetrajna (17™ Century AD)

Kshetrajna is the most outstanding composer of padams in the Telugu language.
He lived and composed these padams in Thanjavur, a heritage town in
Tamilnadu. In spite of arduous effort on the part of music-lovers and scholars,
only about 350 of his padams are available to us today.
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Thyagaraja Aradhana was celebrated alapana was invited to

with the usual devotion by alapana i perform a dance item for the
members at Glass Hall SAM on 24" Taoist Federation (Singapore)
January'04. Music lovers from all over : Dinner on 6 March 2004 at

i Lorong Koo Chye Sheng Hong
i Temple.
i Ms Vasudha Devanathan

Singapore joined alapana members in
the congregational singing of the

Pancharatna Kritis of St. Thyagaraja. : presented a short
“Nectar That Lasts Forever” was well i Bharatanatyam recital. Alapana
received. i thanks the HEB for the

i invitation.

Forthcoming Events:

“alapana anniversary 2004”
26" June 2004

7.00 p.m.

Glass Hall Singapore Art
Museum

Congratulations

SriCVv

Ramanatha Shiva There will be a musical feast
an alapana by alapana students followed
member, | by our anniversary dinner. The
software special feature will be the
professional and ‘Creative Corners’ by 5 teams
mridangam of alapana students, in which

their creativity is put to the
test. A fun-filled event!
Dinner coupons otherwise
costing $10 will be given to
alapana members for free with
__________ each ticket they buy for the
TVS concert on 11" July. (See
box below)

student, married
Sow Jayashri at
Chennai on 10%"
March'04.

“alapana anniversary concert 2004”
Grand carnatic vocal music concert in memory of Dr S.Ramanathan by
Sangita Kalanidhi Sri T.V.Sankaranarayanan
Sri Nagai Sriram - Violin & Sri V.Raghuraman - Mridangam
On Sunday, 11*" July 2004 at 7.00 p.m.
At the Glass Hall, Singapore Arts Museum, 71 Bras Basah Road.
Tickets: $15 (Tickets will be available from the last week of June)
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